
Odour Lab Panellist: 
 
Overview: 

We are inviting you to participate as an “odour panellist” for Spectrum odour lab.    
 
Spectrum odour lab is a commercially operated odour analysis laboratory, operated by Air Spectrum 
Environmental Limited in collaboration with The University of Worcester, National Pollen and 
Aerobiology Research unit .It uses dynamic dilution Olfactometry to determine the characteristics of 
odorous air samples. 
 
We are looking for individuals to participate in the Analysis of odours sent to spectrum odour lab by 
external clients. Suitable participants will be required when necessary, to sit on the sensory panel for 
a duration dictated by the analysis requirements, which is normally for periods of 2 hours each 
sitting. 
 
The work uses samples of air that are collected from various sites throughout the UK and delivered to 

NPARU. These air samples are connected to a dynamic dilution Olfactometer and then diluted with 

clean fresh air before being delivered to the “sniffing” ports located in the panellist cubicles. The 

panellists are requested to deliver their detection and/or qualitative perception within given time 

slots. The results of the study are then reported directly to the end client.  

 
In order to accurately determine the odour characteristics, we require panellists who conform to 

certain selection criteria. We are looking for healthy adults aged 18 or over who have a specific sense 

of smell (this is determined during our selection process) and who are able to visit NPARU at the 

University of Worcester. You should not have any obstructions to breathing (e.g. polyps) or any nasal 

deformities and be in good health generally.  You will be required to be free of unnecessary odour on 

participation, this may mean that strong smelling perfumes, make up etc. to be removed before 

inclusion on to panel. 

For our selection process we ask interested participants to firstly sit an acuity test, this involves a 

determination of your olfactory sensitivity using a reference sample and you will give feedback on a 

small touch screen located in the cubical. The test will take around 1 hour to complete. 

If your sensitivity is correct, then you will be offered a place on the olfactory panel. 

Main Duties: 

To be part of an odour panel that requires you to be acuity tested for suitability. 

To listen to and carry out the tests requests when indicated and undergo training sessions to 

accurately detect the odours presented.  

To ensure compliance to the scheduling of panel dates and times. 

To ensure compliance with odour lab/NPARU Health and safety specifications. 

To ensure compliance with the participation details outlined in the odour analysis consent form.  



To be able to work to a flexible timetable (sometimes outside of normal office hours. 

To be punctual and reliable, this is a commercial venture and samples have a very short lifespan.  

 

Person specification: 

Essential 

An odour recognition sensitivity that falls within a set, narrow range of detection. 

Good understanding of following protocol. 

Reliability and good time keeping. 

Objective approach to reporting.   

 

Desirable 

Happy to consent to a 6 month inclusion period to the work offered. 

 

 

 

 

 


